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CONDITION OF SINNERS NOT HOPELESS, 


A SERMON, 
BY SEBASTIAN STREETER, 


« Whosoever hateth his brother is @ murderer; and ye 
know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding m 
kim.'—I JouN 3. 15. | 


Is the view of Limitarian christians, the text con- 
tains a formidable objection to the doctrine of uni- 
versal 8alvation. It furnishes, they suppose, an 
unanswerable objection to this doctrine, and 
therefore places an obstacle in the way of Univer- 
salists of all descriptions, which they will never 
be able to remove. 'There are doubtless not a 
few, even in this enlightened age and country, 
wh# would deem it criminally presumptuous to at- 
tempt, 80 to explain the passage, as to make its 
meaning consistent with the final happiness of the 
whole human race. 'They are confident that it 
plainly decides the final condition of one class of 
ginners, The murderer, the self-murderer, as the 
reading 8tands in the minds of these people, is 
destitute of an interest in Christ ; he has no-title 
to eternal life 3 no chance of ever obtaining it ; 
no prospect of ever being admitted into the king- 
dom of heaven, His day of grace is past. 'The 
proffers of mercy are withdrawn. His doom is 
fixed, irrevocably fixed. Here then, is one class 
of human beings, self-murderers, whose condition 
s absolutely hopeless ; they are ago rats by the 
word of God itself to eternal death, and it must be 
presumption in any one. to extend to them the 
promises of pardon and eternal life. 

But, brethren, we view these matters very diff- 
erently, We perceive nothing presumptuous, nor | 
cruminal, in the most earnest endeavors to find out, 
_— to the text, and other similar texts, 
which will not militate against the eventual 8alva- 
ton of these guilty and miserable creatures. Our 
:/mpathies are ardently engaged in their behalf, 
and 8trongly incline us to such an examination of 
the divine testimonies. The love of Christ con- 
*trains us to it, and to persevere in it, till we are 
Satisfied beyond a ible doubt that God the 
Lord has spoken nothing favorable respecting the 
case of these wretched Rov-boings | 
| On the one hand, we 8ee rational creatures, 
like ourselves destined to immortal existence, 
Pos8essIng capacities 8nsceptible, by proper cul- 
ture, of ligh intellectual and moral elevation, 'of 
OS progression in knowledge, and holi- 
"e88, and felicity,—I say, we 8ee on the one hand: 
*uch beings, deeply buried, in moral pollution, in. 


80 and in misery. Op the other hand, we behold 


the Son of God whose highest glory is insepara- 
ble from the salvation of s8inners, even the chief 
of sinners. Now on 8uch interesting, objects we 
cannot look with indifference, cannot meditate 
without the most intense concern, - They are big <- 

with interest. 

The endless weal or wo of millions of our race, 
and the immortal honor or dishonor of our Master 
are involyed, and we cannot see the one sink to 
hopeless ruin, and the other to the endless morti- 
fication of defeat, without a tear or an exertion. 

Our blessed Lord will be wreathed with glory, 
or covered with shame, as the plan of the world's 
8alvation shall succeed or fail ; and we cannot 8ee 
the jewels plucked from his crown without an et- 
fort to replace them, nor the honors of his cross 
dimmed and withering without an attempt to 
brighten and freshen them. No, we cannot. 
Presumptuous or not presumptuous, criminal or 
not criminal, we cannot. 

'These are the reasons why we are 80 zealous 
and untiring in our endeavors to prove, that those 
falsely explain the s8acred volume, who make it 
teach the doctrine of endless sin and suffering. 
We are influenced by no wish to pervert or fritter 
away the threatenings of the Bible ; to throw a 
veil over the fodiousness and criminality of sin; 
or to diminish the restraining power which the in- 
spired writers intended their denunciations should 
exert upon the fears and conduct of sinners. O 
no: our motives are higher and purer. We wish 
to know whether all sin may not be destroyed ; 
whether all misery may not come to an end ; all 
tears cease to flow; in a word, whether death, 
natural and spiritual, may not, eventually, be 
swallowed up of life, a holy, immortal and happy 
life, We wish to know if the Bible contains any 
threatenings which, when fairly Res, oppose 
8uch a glorious result ; and whether it has any 
promises which plainly and unequivocally teac 
it. 

In this frame of mind, we have repeatedly ex- 
amined the inspired volume, and we have been 
able to find none of the former, but many of the 
latter, and even our text does not appear to us ta 
be in opposition to them. We do not pretend that 
it is a proof of universal salvation, nor that John 
designed to teach by it the salvation, or the pos- 
Stbility of the salvation of murderers, nor yet of 
any other class of sinners; but we contend that, 
when explained by other scriptures, and correctly 
understood, it contains not a particle of evidence 
against the doctrine of the final salvation of all 
mankind. To many christians such a statement, 
I am aware, will n+p strange ; a plain contra- 
diction of the very anguage of my text. They 
have 80 long and so imphcity followed ay 1 
opinions, that the teachings and import of the 
scriptures are overlooked, When they read their 
Bibles, they see the words of the inspired penmen; 
hut they think of the meaning attached to them 
by uninspired men. This they do without the 
least intention, or even 8uspicion, of boing carelegs. 

as 
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[Own lives. The adjunet, self, has been added to 

this passage, in the minds of christians in general, 
and as it, stands there, the reading 1s, *no s8elf-mur- 
derer.% Hence, it is frequently, and in fact, gen- 
erally, quoted, * No selt-murderer can have eter- 
nal life :? or, * no self-murderer can enter into the 
kingdom of heaven.” But is this the language of 
the apostle? No, my friends, it s8urely is not, 


322 


The: momentous inquiry, * understandest thou 
what thou readest ?? does not 80 much as enter 
their minds. They have 80 long pursued the track 
of the multitude, that imagination, darkened as it 
is, has as8umed the air and confidence of know]- 
edge, Though ignorant of the first principles of 
the doctrine of Christ, they think they know all 


»wbout it. 


There are two ways in which people with very 
good intentions may form yery erroneous opimons 
upon the scriptures. The first /is, by not under- 
standing the" figurative and. metaphorical language 
which they employ ; and the second, by admitting 
ideally, as scripture, words and phrases which 

opular custom has sanctioned, but which are not 
in the 8acred text. The former of these will oc- 
cur most frequently in studying the symbolical and 
pPropagte parts of the Bible. Besides ; language 
and modes of s8peech which are familiarly under- 
stood in one age, may be very unintelligible in an- 
other. By a change which time neyer fails to 
produce, words and phrases, as well as other things 
are wonderfully affected. Many of them become 
obsolete, or their original import is lost, and a new 
and perhaps opposite one is substituted. Expert- 
ence evinces that innovations are constantly made 
upon the department of language. A good read- 
er of a modern English Bible will find it exceed- 
ingly difficult to read one that was printed a cen- 
tury or two ago. It is true also, that those who 
speak the 8ame vernacular tongue, but who are 
placed in different sections of the world, by con- 
tracting a peculiarity of dialect, may in a little 
time become almost unintelligible to each other. 
I may further remark, that every age and nation 
has its peculiar and provincial phrases and figures 
of 8peech which other ages and other nations will 
be very unlikely to understand. It is not at all 
strange then, that erroneous opinions on many 
express1ons in the scriptures should have obtained 
among christians, 


But another fruitful source of error, 1s, that of 


attaching, ideally, to the sacred text, 'words and 
phrases which on a careful examination, are found 
not to be there. In this way multitudes of relig- 
10us mistakes have been originated. 'To 8upport 
a favorite hypothesis, a learned exposltor finds it 


Doeg##John, in the text or the context designate 
who may or who may not eyentually have eternal 
life ? ho may or who may not eventually enter 
into the kingdom of heaven? No, he certaiply- 
does not. 

He is not discussing the topic of final salyation, 
but describing the present condition of a very 
numerous class of sinners which existed in his 
age, and which has existed in every<age- of the 
christian church, a class too, which embraces yast 
numbers of religious professors. He speaks not 
of those who take their own lives, or the life of a 
fellow-being ; but of all those, who, in the church 
or out of it, indulge a maleyolent disposition to- 
wards their brethren. His language is, * Whose- 
ever hateth his brother 1s a murderer, and ye know 
that no murderer hath eternal life abuding in him, 
All this 1s perfectly obvious. "The maleyolent 
man, whatever may be his professions, cannot be 
influenced 1n his temper and conduct by the spirit 
of eternal life, that lite which is brought to light 
by the gospel. He is under the dominion of ha- 
tred; and hatred incites to murder. But the 
Spirit of eternal life in the heart awakens love; 
and love 1s the great protector of life and its cgn- 
forts. It is never seen besmeared by the blood it 
has shed, nor exulting over the desolations and 
woes 1t has produced. No, never. It is every- 
where the friend and guardian of life, of safety, of 
| DAPPINESS, It is the offspring and image of our 
Maker, * God is love.” He alone possesses, n- 
dependently, the principle of eternal life, of the 
proper eternity of being and blessedness. It 1s in 
him, and in him only, that we can exist intermina- 
bly, can move along with the tide of being and of 
bliss which flows 1n his nature and will flow init 
through eternity. 

But the text uses the phrase, eternal life, for 
8uch a conviction of the gift of life eternal in the 


necessary to make improvements. upon the origi- ) Lord Jesus Christ, as gives a proper tone to the 


nal text, and in doing this, he rarely fails to cor- 
rupt or pervert it. Humbler teachers follow the 
expositor, and hence, without adding words to the 
divine text, 8ucceed in spreading through society 
a meaning with respect to many passages wholly 
foreign to that of the sacred writers. This 8up- 
er-induced meaning s8upplants the true one, and 


takes its place in the mind of religious people and 


of the community at large, After this, how easy 
it 1s to propagate, error, and how difficult to dis- 
£eminate trutÞ. 

Our text is a case of the forgoing description, 
Either by design or by accident, it has been com- 
pletely turned away fron its onginal application 
and meaning. By what means this change was 
effected, or at what time and place it occured, we 
cannot decide, but of the fact we are certain. Tt 
has been wrested from the moral use designed by 
the apostle, and applied ta the final destiny of a 
hapless class of men, who by misfortune, by re- 
peated disappointments and the anticipation of im- 
nding .calamities, become dejected, youre 

take | 
. 


ife, and . in 8. moment of desperation - eir 


of 


feelings and conduct of men. In this 8ense, n0 
one has eternal life abiding in him who 1s not un- 
der the "dominion of ardent good-will to his breth- 
ren, to his species, to all the individuals of 1t. 
There can be no mistake in this matter. The 
man, professor or non-professor, orthodox or het- 
erodox, in whose bosom rankles the fell passion 
of malevolence,—in such a man eternal life 
abides not. He is not under the dominion of that 
principle of loye which produces and perpetuates - 
being, which contributes unceasingly to its $- 
curity ; and which constantly.exerts itself to mul- 
tiply, widen, and hallow the sources of enjoyment: 
o, he 1s under the control of a ruthless pass10n, 
one, which if permitted to act_ without. restraint, 
would spread desolation and 8laughter through 
the world ; which would sweep away the ve!) 
foundations of natural and moral existence, and 
dry up or poison every fountain of felicity. He 1 
in a 8tate of feeling which has already reft societ} | 
of its fairest charms, and drained. from his ow! 
breast its last drop of repose. His peace bs 


» 


flown to happier climes, to a more congenial res | 
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Jence. His 80ul is the theatre of tumults and | Now, no one will pretend that these christians 
conflicts. Wrath, tribulation and anguish have | were, at' the time alluded to, in a-more hopeful 
fastened, like vipers, upon the very vitals of his | condition, than those mentioned in the text. 'They 
comforts. In the descriptive language of the | pos8essqd not the love of God, nor of their breth- 
prophet, the is as the troubled sea, when it can- ren. In the sense of scripture, they were ene- 
not rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt. mes to God and haters of their brethren. They 

This is but an imperfect description of a mis- | had not, therefore, * eternal life abiding in them.” 
anthrope, a faint delineation of his moral degra- | This, however, did-not prevent their becoming 
dation and misery; and do we not know that 8uch | the subjects of it ultimately. In due-time their 
a character has not eternal life abiding in him ? | pollutions were washed away in the blood of the 
Yes, this we know, The knowledge, the influ- | Lamb, Hear the apostle. * But ye are washed ; 
ence, the comforts of eternal life are not in him. | but ye are sanctified; but ye are justified in the 
This, we readily admit, is the truth. We have no | name of the Lord Jesus and by the 8pirit of our 
doubts of it. 1t is a point of doctriuve upon which | God. How great, how glorious the change ! 
we have no controversy with any denomination of | They became new creatures. They loved God 
christians. But does it necessarily follow that | with all their hearts and their brethren as them- 
the condition of the misanthrope is hopeless ? | 8elves. They had eternal life abiding in them.” 
Can he who has not eternal life abiding in him | And may not a similar change” be effected in all 
now, never have it? He is an enemy to his broth- | who are in a similar condition? who have not 
er; he hates him; but is it impossible to make a | * eternal life abiding in them?” Tt certainly may. 
friend of him? to fill his heart with brotherly love ? | They may be © washed,” they may be ©sanctified,” 
Is there no means by which the frost of his soul | they may be *justified in the name of the Lord 
can be melted and removed? May not his hatred | Jesus and by the spirit of our God.” 
be overcome by love? Are our Limitarian breth- | | 'The text may be urged against the final salva- 
ren sure that 8uch a change is impossible? Be- | tion of Paul and the other apostles with as much 
cause his heart is now hard, can it never be soft- propriety, as against that of any class of men 
ened? not even by a Savior's bowels of mercies | whatever. Paul says, he was once *exceedingly 
and compassions? Can those who are now far | mad* against the disciples of Christ, and * perse- 
from righteousness never be brought near by the | cuted them even unto strange cities} and Luke 
blood of the cross ? These are momentous ques- | informs us, that he *breathed out threatenings 
tions. Will any one who believes in the divinity | and slaughter.” Paul also reminds Titus that 
of the mission of Christ answer them in the nega- | they and their brethren once * lived in malice and 
tive? _ If these things are impossibilities, what | eDVY, hateful and hating one another.” During 
hope is there for any of our race ? There is none, | this time, they surely had not *eternal life abiding 
It is blasted forever. The primitive christians | in them; but still they were afterwards brought 
themselves believed in vain. Their hope was |1nto the Po88es810N of it, and were even * counted 
like a spider's web. or the giving up of the ghost, | Worthy to be put into the ministry.” 'They were 
Like the hypocrite's, it mr. ng © The time was |* plucked as brands from the burning” and made to 
when they were the 8ubjects of unhallowed pas- be the © light of the world.” They were *saved by 
810ns. *By nature, they were children of wrath grace' and made the ministers of the same grace 
even as others.* If being children of wrath now, *to every creature.” All therefore, who now *live 
8eals g8inners as the victims of eternal death, how } 1 malice and envy,” who are '* hateful and hate 
could the first christians, or how can any chris-.| 9ne another? may * be changed by grace* and be- 
tians, escape it. - Their doom must be irrevocably | ©ome * kind, and courteous, and pitiful 7 may *love 
fixed, for they were once *children of wrath.” © | one another, fervently, being born again not of cor- 

Paul 8ays to the Ephesians, © ye were once dead |! uptible, but of incorruptible 8eed which liveth 
in trespasses and 8ins, wherein in times past, ye and abideth forever.” 'The present condition of 
walked according to the course of this world ; ac- | 0 class of sinners can be lawfully used to decide 
cording to the prince of the power of the air, the their destiny for eternity. 'This must be done by 
spirit that now- worketh in the children of dis- | Him into whose hands *all judgment is commit- 
obedience. Among whom we all had our conver- | ted.” But having restored the text to its proper 
8ation in times past, in the lusts of the flesh, fulfil- place and use, I close. Let it effectually admon- 
ling the desires of the flesh and of the mind.* This |18h us to 8ubdue every malevolent emotion, and to 
was a deplorable condition, a state of alarming {walk in love, for he that loveth is born of God 
depravity. They certainly, at this time, came un- | and knoweth God, whom to know is eternal life. 
der the denomination - of those who hate their n : — 
mers, _ had not eternal life abiding in them. COMMUNICATIONS, 

ut a1d this cireumstance prevent -their salvation : ; 
by Jesus Christ ? Did it utterly disqualify them For the Pale paaltcd 
for receiving eternal life, afterwards, as the gift of OF SUPERNATURAL POWERS... 
God? No, it did not. Paul says, *they were | The prevalent notion that a regenerated man 
quickened, were renewed in the spirit of their | possesses supernatura] powers, is of all things in 
minds ; that they put off concerning their former | this world, the most difficult to be understood. 
conversation, the old man which is corrupt ac- | But notwithstanding this, there are a great many 
cording to the decietful lusts, and put on the new | who hold this doctrine. 'There are many who 
man which after God is created in righteousness | maintain, that the natural man cannot discern 
and true holiness,* In writing to the church at | things as does the spirjtual man ; by which remark 
Corinth, after enumerating several very flagitious | they mean, that the man who has not been con- 
characters, 8uch as thieves, covetous, drunkards, |verted in the way and manner they point, out, 
revilers, extortioners, &c. the apostle adds these | cannot perceive things in that light in which they 
remarkable words: * And #ueh were some of you ! | appear to them. Hence, in conversation wi 


324 


them they frequently exclaim, *Oh, you haye not 
been converted, you do not 8ee things as we do, 
you have not been specially instructed by the 
8pirit of God! 'This to be sure, is an all-con- 
founding argument ; one which it is exceedingly 
difficult to gainsay or resist. . If we cannot under- 
stand the mysteries of their creed, if we cannot 
comprehend all the articles of their faith, if we 


cannot clearly 8ee how they reconcile certain 


Pramegen of 8cripture with certain other passages, 
according to their system of belief; the reason 
they as8ign for it, is, because we cannot 8ee with 
Spiritual eyes ; because we have not experienced 
their wonderful and miraculous regeneration, and 
thereby obtained the supernatural powers which 
they possess, Thus they close the doors of con- 
troversy against-us ; for if they cannot convince 
us with carnal reasoning, they can confound us 
with epiritual assertions. 'They can tell us i «8 80 
because it/is 80, and because they knot it is 80; 
and if we attempt to-question their authority, we 
are then pronounced sceptical in our opinions, 
and therefore in danger of eternal burnings. 

Now this to be sure, is a very 8ummary way of 
refuting an argument, which- could not otherwise 
be refuted ; but how far it will go, in the minds of 
candid, reflecting men, I will not attempt to deter- 
mine. It does not appear to me, however, that 
God has bestowed on any class of men supernat- 
ural powers, merely that they may confound hon- 
est inquirers after truth, by their unsupported as- 
gertions, If he has given them these powers, it 
would scem reasonable rather, that they "were 
given for the purpose of instructing the ignorant, 
and of guiding those that are out of the way into 
the path of life. But there are many reasons to 
be assigned, why he has not given them to any 
man, 8ince the. days of the apostles ; one of which 
is this, If those who pretend to possess 8upernat- 
ural powers, and to be specially instructed by the 
gpirit of God, declare nothing but what is already 
revealed in the goepel, then those powers were 
needlessly given, and that instruction was need- 
lessly ' communicated. And if they do declare 
any thing, which we do not there find recorded, 
then we. ought, most assuredly, to regard their 
declarations with suspicion. This being the case, 
we may reasonably doubt whether Jehovah, since 
the days of the apostles, has ever bestowed on 
any man gsupernatural powers, or instructed him 
in any other way, or any other means, than 

h the medium of nature, and his already 
revealed will. $0 that this notion of supernatu- 
ral powers, viewed in its most favorable light, is 
only calculated to impose on the. ignorant, and fit 
only for those, who can believe what is told them 
without reflection and without evidence. 

It is not strange, that among some of the say- 
age and; barbarons tribes of the East, idiots and 
madmen g8hould be held in high reverence, and 
regarded as being Mainly yired 3 nor is it 
strange that in the darker\ages, the most eminent 
of the 8aints, 8uch as St. Dominic and St. Francis, 
should have been greatly magnified for scarcely 
any other reason, than for saying and doing the 
most silly and ridiculous things; but it is strange, 
and even one Strange, that in this enlightened 
age of the world, and in this boasted land of free 
inquiry, there should bs found pow who can re- 
gard ese pretences of supernatural powers, an 
f special communications from the 
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with any degree of deference. It is perfectly 
well known that these pretenders are generally 
tound among the most ignorant and illiterate of 
our race ; and yet strange as it may 8eenm, they 
as8ume the authority of dictating to others their 
systems of faith; and what 1s stranger till, others 
are marvellously inclined to have 1t 80.  Resting 
in their pretensions to a direct communication 
with God, they set up their authority and bid ey- 
ery one to receive what they assert, as an unques- 
tionable truth, under the *pains and penalties' of 
hell forever. But speaking for curselves, we will 
not heed their assertions, for we do not fear their 
denunciations. For every thing they ass8ert which 
we do not find in the 8criptures, we will demand 
the why and the wherefore ; and if they give us 
not these, we shall not assent to their dogmas. 
We will not admit their pretensions to 8upernat- 
ural powers ; especially if we do not find 1n their 
conduct that which will correspond with these 
pretensions. In judging them, and in judging all 
others, we are desirous of regarding the rule aid 
down by our Savior; * By their fruits ye shall 
know them. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or 
figs of thistles? A good tree cannot bring forth 
evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth 
good fruit.” C. 6. 


[For the Universalist.] 


UNIVERSALISM GOOD TO DIE BY. 

There are scenes which impart to us peculiar 
and 8acred eatisfaction; which give new life and 
strength to our feelings; which confirm'vus in our 
faith ; which animate and gladden our hearts; 
and which fill them with unearthly emotions. 

Those scenes occur frequently, and with them 
it is well that we should become familiar. At the 
couch of the sick and dying man, whose 80ul lit 
up with the rays of celestial light, emiles at the 
approach: of the king of terrors and welcomes the 
mess8enger death, ae an angel 8ent to bear it home 
to the bosom of its God—at 8uch a place, I say, 
we 8hall find instruction of a 8acred nature. There 
we can, as it were, hold converse with angelic 
8pirits that hover round to administer the blest cor- 
dial of hope to the trembling s0u]. 

These reflections were occasioned by witness- 
ing the effects of our most holy faith upon an aged 
father whose body is daily wasting away by the 
withering touch of consumption. The name of 
this happy, though dying man, is Proughty. He 
resides in Shuſesbury, (Mass.) and has for a few 
years past, been a firm and bappy believer in un 
versal redemption. When quite a youth he had 
a 8erious and reflecting mind. ' He had a desire of 
knowing what religion was, and how to obtain 1t, 
having heard much said upon these subjects. The 
story of his trials, fears and conyersion, is 8imuar 
to most \hat are told. About this time, there was 
one of those excitements commonly called revt- 
vals of religion. Under the operation of fear, he 
with many others 8ought to find the truth, aud. 
was told, he must be willing to be eternally damn- 
ed, before he could be a fit subject of salvation- 
This he could not do, and he had honesty enough 
to confess it, He was therefore told the exercises 
of his mind were not genuine, and conseque 
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to perform unreagonable tasks, which destroyed 
his health, and planted the seeds of the disease, 
under which he now languishes, and in the true 
spirit of self-righteousness and hypocritical piety, 
stcictly enjoined it upon him, not to go to hear the 
devil's preacher, the late Mr. Murray. But, as 
800n as he got released from both his temporal 
and spiritual masters, his curiosity led him to hear 
this zealous able and eloquent servant of God. 
He became & partial believer in the doctrine he 
taught. Not, however, being rooted and grounded 
in it by the plain and powerful testimony of the 
word ; and not hearing it preached or having the 
privilege of reading any of the writings of Umver- 
salists for about thirty years : and being also sur- 
rounded by zealous believers in endless misery, 
the word which flourished for a time. gradually 
withered ,away, and was finally choked by the 
fears of the world. He joined bimself to the Bap- 
tists and for a time attended on their preaching ; 
but could not find that satisfyng bread his s80ul 80 
ardently craved,. He again became apprehensive 
that all was not right, but 80 great were his fears 
that his faith wouJlg+ be shaken by. error, that he 
avoided as much as possible, the company and 
conversation of all Universalists ; a course of. Con- 
duct which is 8till highly recommended by a cer- 
tain class of christians. 

Though he 8tood out against the many convic- 
tions which reason crowded upon his'mind ; and 
tried hard and long, to find peace in sentiments 
opposed to his reason and better feelings, all was 
in vain. He utterly failed, aad at last resolved to 
8eek for it in another course. 

There was one thing, which more than any 
other, 8eryed to shake the frail foundation of his 
faith, It was a conversation between Elder 
Smallage and a stranger who had heard him 
preach upon the 8ubject of forgivness. Mr. 8. 
8a1d that * none would be forgiven who did not 
ask for it in this life.” The stranger asked him, if 
the murderers of Christ were not forgiven ?? Mr. 
8. 8aid no, for they did not ask it, but thought they 
were doing God's service in crucifying Christ. 
But did not Christ pray for them, s8aying, * Father 
forgive them for hey know not what they do?” 
Mr. 8. admitted it; but still thought they were not 
forgiven. From that moment, Mr. Pronghty be- 
gan more 8eriously to doubt the truth of his faith. 
Will not God forgive his enemies, when he has 
commanded us to forgive ours? thought he. Or, 
are we commanded to be more merciful and for- 
giving, than God himself. If God does, in truth, 
love all his offspring with even an earthly parent's 
love, he cannot, he will not suffer any to be end- 
lessly miserable. The clouds began to disperse, 
light dawned upon his mind. 


| He had during all his opposition to Universa-- 


lim, thought that reagon had nothing to do with 
religion. He had 8trenuously opposed the dic- 
lates of his best feelings. *O” 8aid he *I 8toutly 
held out againgt, the pleadings of her heavenly 
voice, and was deaf to the preaching of that most 
noble minister of the mind, reason, as long as it 
was Poss1ble ; but at length her voice became too 
Persuagive, her arguments too powerful and con- 
Vincing to be resisted. Scripture, reason and ng- 


Allo howren, ppden earth rope 
Clozious Kathie tor L eould not now pogsibly 


225 


wish were false, Universal nature was eloquent 
with the praises of God, and my own s80ul was in 
full harmuny with these 8ongs of joy and thanks- 
giving. I had not power enough to express the 
half of the glowing emotions which swelled my 
full bosom with praises to God and love to man,” 
*O,” 8aid he, *when the truth of universal grace 
and redemption shone fully and brightly into my 
mind, I could exclaim in the language of the de- 
vout poet. 
When all thy mercy, O my God, 
My rising 80ul surveys, 
Transported wth the view I'm. lost 
In wonder, love, and praise. 

His s0ul is now filled with perfect loye, and 
confidence. Fear and its torments are driven 
away. He. feels that ais hour of departure is 
near, and is ready for the 8ummons, 

Though his body, day by day; is wasting, his 
mind grows stronger in the Lord. I was with him 
about an hour last Monday ; and prayed with him. 
He conversed with great familiarity about death, 
into whose arms he 8s0on expects to resign his 
wasting body. But hope, holy hope, animates his 
Soul with 8uch a cheerfulness, and inspires him 
with resignation to the wlll of Him who does all 
things well. 

O! to 8ee a man like him, just «topping into the 
grave, 80 calm, s0 cheerful, 80 resigned, and 80 
happy, is indeed a pleasing and solemmnly interest- 
ing sight. It gave me feelings of which it were 
vain to attempt a description. 

His faith he 8ays afforded him in better health, 
all desirable comfort. It seemed to spread a new- 
charm over nature, and shed upon the page of in- 
Spiration a purer, brighter light. It clothed the 
mots of God in the most exalted loveliness, 
and 8eemed to fill the earth with the glory of hea- 
ven. But now, he continued; *It is my 8weetest 
80lace, an all-sufficient comfort by day and by 
night. 'Though my body 1s racked with pain, yet 
the thought of the bliss that is reserved for me, 
and for all, takes from pain 1its keenest pangs.” 
{For we know that if our earthly house of this 
tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of 
God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens.” 

Like 8ainted Simeon, when he held the Lord of 
life and glory in his arms, he can say, * Now let- 
test thou thy servant depart in- peace, for mine 
eyes have seen thy salvation.” J. H. W., 


THE GLEANER. 


EXTRACT FROM A SERMON. 
BY H. BALLOU, 2d. 


It may be worth the while, my hearers, to in- 
quire, what is the occasion of that religious prc 
pensity, 80 Universally observable in man? It is 
not enough to say, that he beholds conyine 
evidence of the being and government of a 
If this were all, he might indeed assent to the ab- 
stract truth, yet feel no great interest in the fact, 
Now, what are the reasons that render this con- 
vietion 80 dear to his beart ? Why does he cher- 
ish it, through all climes and ages, as the sacred 
treasure of his Soul ? Ty 

We have only to look into the circumstances of 
-his existe here, and we $hall have our answer 


at once. Living amid conflicting elements, that 
he knows himgelf unable to manage ; expesed 


- 
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perpetually to dangers that he oannot avert, the! 
consciousness of his weakness compels him, abs0- 
lutely compels him, to seek refuge in guperior 
power. How else can he, for a moment, attain 
the assurance . of security? Full well does he 
know, that no mortal skill nor might can avail to 
all his imperious necessities 3 and he rejoices to 
find an arm that is 8trong enough to support and 
protect him, whatever be his circumstances, of 
life or of death. He is almost blind to the future. 
He cannot penetrate. it, with certainty, to the ex- 
tent even of a single hour: and what perilous 
chances are gathering in the shades, and crowd- 
ing unseen around him, no human foresight can 
discover. From this distressing ignorance of his 
own fortune, there is but one way to turn for re- 
lief. If he feels himself under the care of an un- 
erring Guide, his fears are 8vothed, like those of 
an affrighted infant on being received into the 
arms of its parent. $7 

It is difficult to conceive the horrible 8ense of 
utter helplessness and destitution, that would sink 
down upon our hearts, like the deadening oppres- 
Blon of an incubus, did not the idea of a superin- 
tending Guardian afford relief, We should liter- 
ally be orphan creatures, amid an unsheltered, 
abandoned universe, reaching after protection, 
grasping for some permanent security, and finding 
nothing but cruel despair, Nor is this all. There 
would stand perpetually before us the blacknees 
of darkness forever, ready to swallow 'us up, at 
every 8tep of our progress. We know that we 
must die, This reflection steals, in spite of us, 
into much of our lives, and mingles with our gay- 
est scenes. Successful or unsuccessful in our} 
petty pursuits, prosperous for the present or un- 
fortunate, the hour of doom comes steadily on, 
that sweeps us from this narrow stage of action : 
and where are we? Who can bear to look into 
an infinite chasm of nonentity 2 Who can endure 
that this sunny existence 8hould go out, like a 
flash, in everlasting extinction? Who can lay 
down this animated, thrilling being, and become 
but a lump of hard clay, a mass of dry dust, 
thoughtless and senseless forevermore ? Death 
itself is dreadful enongh. To part with all that 
has engaged us upon earth, is hard, even while 
hope points to reviving life beyond the dying 
straggle. But to extinguish that hope, is to anni- 
hilate the universe to us. No wonder, then, that 
we cling to the promise 'of immortality, which 
like a glorions morning s8hall follow the night of 
the grave. No wonder that we regard, with un- 
gpeakable interest, that overruling Providence, 
which is our only possible s8ecurity, and which 
alone can afford us adequate protection, amid our 
weakness and ignorance, 

And he who would explode all religion, -what- 
ever be his motives, and rob us of its support and 
consolation, 1s, in reality, striving to do us an in- 
jury, compared with which all the evils under the 
san are nothing. He is a thoughtless 8peculator, 
who, for the sake of a curious experiment, 8prings 
the tremendous mine on which he and ourselves 
stand, and with one blast of his wonder-working 
alchymy, 8ends us all to destrucrion. Leave us 
the hopes of existence ; leave us faith in our God 
and Father ; suffer us 8till to repose on a founda- 
tion, 8table and ynchanging. Say what we will, 
it is no favor to deprive us of the bread of life, 


without which we perish. Take from us, in wel-| 


character of their rising familie 
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come, every poisonous ngrediepPvvery unwhole.- 
80me compound : yet do not leave us destitute, 
but supply us with something better. Such is 
the part of benevolence.--Chrishan Preacher, 


[From the Christian Pilot.] 


GOOD TEMPER. 


It is one advantage of a good temper that it en- 
ables its possessor to maintain a calm, unruffleg 
state of feeling, amidst the trials and disappoint- 
ments of life, and the trespasses and follies of 
mankind. Some 8eem to place their quiet at the 
disposal of every one around them, and are often 
immeasurably disturbed at the conduct even of the 
young and thoughtless, which no one could con- 
sider remarkable or surpriging. 'That they under. 
stand the perpetual loss of peace and happiness, 
which they thus esustain continually, cannot be 
presumed. Somehow or other, they perpetually 
repeat the same folly, of expecting to prevent the 
recurrence of indiscretions and troublesome cir- 
cumstances, by meeting theft, with violent pas- 
gion, 'They seem not to learn that there is no 
condition in life 80 free from little troubles as to 
allow the irritable to be happy. If they would 
pause for a noment, and consider, they would per- 
ceive, that the true way to secure peace and hap- 
piness is to cultivate the mind; to maintain pa- 
tience, equanimity and composure ; then, whether 
the world around them were composed or not, they 
would have peace, Every one 8hould live ina 
world of his own; his mind should be his world; 
he should keep 1t well ordered ; he should com- 
mand his faculties, his affections and passons, 
Then, come what will in the outward world, he 
will have peace within; his happiness will be 
locked up where thieves cannot break through and 
steal, and heaven will be bright and tranquil. 

It is also an important advantage of a good 
temper that its influence is diffusive. Its tenden- 
cy 1s to gpread itself, It has a 8ilent, yet power- 
ful effect on the whole circle in which one moves. 
If any thing will diminish the number of irritating 
circumstances, it is a good temper, Not unfre- 
quently, its possessor as80ciates pleasantly with 
those who are made agreeable wholly by the in- 
fluence of that mildness and composure which 
8ays gn-a powerful, though inaudible voice, © Peace 
be 8till.! In the domestic circle this influence 18 
peculiarly beneficial. Children are imitative be- 
ings. They follow after the pattern which 1s set 
before them. They do, what they 8ee their pi- | 
rents do. They are 8ubject to an irresistible con- 
trol and direction, by the influence of example. 
If the effect does not follow at once, time will | 
show it. - They will act as they have seen others 
act in similiar cireumstances. Those who have | 
enjoyed the advantage of being educated under 
mild and rational government, will be disgusted | 
with a barbarous discipline, and will. probably 
never u8e it. "2 

The arguments here offered in fayor of cult! 
vating a good temper, are two fold. It does not 
place one's peace at the command of others, but 
makes it permanent ; and its influence is diffusIve, 
and diminishes the occasions of irritation. To - 
which may be'addeda third, addressed to parents; _ 
namely," the happy influence it will haye on the. | 
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[From Whitman's Village Sermolls.] 
+ EXCUSE FOR NEGLECTING PUBLIC WORSHIP. 


The third excuse which I shall mention is this ; 
a dislike of the preacher. If a minister 1s unchar- 
itable, and condemns those who conscientionsly 
embrace different religious sentiments, no one can 
be blamed for leaving his mimstrations. Neither 
can any one be justly censured for changing his 
place of worship, when he can attend upon reli- 
ious instructions more congenial to his views and 
feelings. But it 8eems altogether unreasonable 
to forsxake the church on acconnt of some &light 
difference 1n religious sentiments, or 8omething 
disagreeable 1n the style or manner of the preach- 
er. It is perfectly absurd to expect one person 
80 to think on all 8ubjects, and 80 to appear on all 
occasions, as to please the differing tastes of a 
whole con __— Neither is this at all.neces- 
ary, conld it be done, for spiritual improvement, 
Our Savior has no where required a unity of sen- 
tinent among his followers. Religious instruc- 
tions 8hould be {dispensed with charity and ex- 
amined with candor. You are to prove all tings 
by reason and scripture, and to hold fast what you 
believe to be. good. Receive and improve the 
truth ; discover and reject the error. With these 
rights freely granted, no one can justly complain. 
And if yon would absent yourself from church 
until you can find a preacher who speculates on 
all eubjects as you do, you will remain absent to 
all eternity. . No two persons, who thought at all, 
ever thought alike on all subjects, and no two 
ever will. So that this excuse 18 both unreasona- 
ble and absurd. 


Providence treats us like a generous father, and 
brings us up to labors, toils, and dangers ; where- 
as, the indulgence of a fond mother often makes 
us weak and spiritless, No man can be. happy 
that does not stand firm against all contingencies, 
and 8ay to himself, in all extremities, I should 
have been content, if it might have been so or 80; 
but since 1t, is otherwise determined, God will pro- 
vide better. —Seneca. 


The trials of the tempted christian are often 
sent for the use of others, and are made the riches 
of all around him. | 

The christian's fellowship with God is rather a 
habit than a rapture. _ He is a pilgrim who has the 
habit of looking forward to the light before him ; 
he has the habit of not looking back; he has the 
habit of walking 8teadily in the way, whatever be 
the weather, and whatever the road. These are 
his habits, and the Lord of the way is his Guide, 
Protector, Friend and Felicity. 


Do not offend a bad man, because he will stick 
at nothing to be-reyenged. It.is cruel to insult a 
g00d - man, who. deserves nothing but good. 
There is none 80 mean as to be.incapable of doing 


MASSACHUSETTS UNIVERSALIST CHARITA- 
BLE SOCIETY. ? 


At an adjourned meeting of the Massachusetts Univer- 
salist Charitable Society, held in the Vestry of the Uni- 
versalist Church - in Charlestzown, on the Gth inst. the 
following Constitution was unanimously adopted. With- 
out subjoining any remarks, we present it to the readers 
of the Universalist for their consideration. Ep. 


Sensible that the families of Clergymen are peculiarly 
liable to be left in destitute circumstances ; and desirous to 
aid as far as we have opportmmity in extending to them such 
relief as may be needed, we the subscribers have form- 
ed ourselves into a 8ociety for this purpose, and adopted 
the following ; 
CONSTITUTION, 


ART. 1. The name of this 8ociety shall be, Tax Mas- 
SACHUSETTS CHARITABLE: SOCIETY, 

ART. 2, The object of this Society sball be, to afford 
relief to the widows and children of deceaged Unirersalist 
Ministers within the State of Massachugette, who may need 
assigtance; and also of those, who have resided within 
said State and contributed to the funds of this Society, but 
who at the time of their deinise may reside out of this 
State. 

ART. 3. All who shall pay to the Treasurer of this 
Society two dollars and sign this Constitution shall there- 
by become members. 

ART. 4. The Officers of this Society shall be a Presi- 
dent, Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, 'Treasurer, and 
wb Directors; all of whom shall be chosen annually by 

allot. 

ART. 5. Tt shall be the duty of the President to preside 
at all meetings of the Society, and of its Directors. 

ART. 6, It shall he the duty of the Secretary to keep a 
fair and correct record of all the transactions of the So- 
ciety and of the board of Directors; and to notify meet- 
ings of either when required by the Directors. 

ART. 7. 'The Corresponding "Secretary shall attend to 
all communications from other similar bodies to this which 
may be formed? and to give seasonable information to the 
| Directors of any thing which may appear to affect the in- 
| terests of this Society. 

ART. 8. 'The 'Freasurer's duty shall be to receive all 
monies; keep a correct account of them; pay them out 
at the order of the Directors, and make report of his do- 
ings at the annual meeting, and oftener if required; .for 
the performance of which he sball give bonds to the Sc- 
ciety in such sum as the Directors may deem proper. - 

ART. 9, 'The duty of the Directors shall: be to receive 
applications for assstance; . to determine the proper 8ub- 
jects for relief; to bestow such aid as in their opinion the 
circumstances of their cases respectively may require and 
the state of the fands render practicable; also to GON : 
any special meeting of the 8ociety which they may deem 
expedient; to transact all such other business as the inter- 
ests of the association may appear to require; and to 
make a report of their doiongs-at the annual meeting. 

ART. 10. The funds of the Society shall be obtained by 
fees for membership; by donations; and by contributions 
from religious 8ocieties. 

ART. 1. The annual meeting ehall be holden on the 
second Wednesday in May for the choice of Officers and 
transaction,of business. . 

ART. 12. 'This Constitution may he altered at any an- 
nual meeting, by the vote of two thirds of the members 
present, notice of the _—_— alteration having been 
given at the preceding annual meeting. 4 


95- NOTICE. £6  _ 
The Proprietors of the Universalist are requested to 


mischief, Therefore follow peace with all men. | meet at the Office of the Universalist, on TuUzsDay, Feb. 


Pleasure is- very '8eldom found where it is 
80ught. Our brightest blazes of gladness are 
commonly kindled by unexpected sparks. The 


flowers that gcatter the sweetest. odours in the is 


26, for the transaction of 8uch business as may be deemed 
expedient. Per Order of the Directors, - 
: ; UP. 


$5- The Proprietors of this paper will recolleet that 
they are responsible for the matter to fill its columns. There 
NE orteathy a' deficiency of manuseript, a circumstance 


path of life,'g nerally grow without culture, from not very convenient to the superintendents or the printer. 


- 8eeds 8own b chance. 
A : . : , | 


— 


Shall this inconvenience be remedied ? UP,. 


oy 


POETRY. 


fFor 'the Universalist.)] 


> TO THE STARS. 
Ye beanteous 8tars, whose at amiles, 
F: See INT | ig - 
re ye those 81e8, 
'Those dear roll realms of light, 
Where spirits, loozed from earthly ties, 
In'sweet communion fegely roam ? 
And find with rapture in the skies 
Their never-ending joyous home ? 


It may be 80; when evening's ray, 

In slamber lulls each care-worn breast ; 
Your geatle glim*rings seem to say, 

Poor, wearied mortals, here is rest. 


It may be 80 ; for in your beams, | 
. 8o with peace, 80 mild and bright, 
A pur and radiant glory gleams 

ich bids us love your sparkling light. 


oujetions orbs' ! ﬆtill glow on high, 

he emblems of your Maker's love; 

Still on your ceaseless courses fly, 
And cheer the pathless void above. 


Shine on ! and when this life is o'er, 
When mortal struggles all are past, 
Oh ! light us onward to the shore 
Of calm, eternal rest at last. 
HARP OF ISRAEL. 


[From the Christian Messenger.] 


HYMN. 
A1iR—* Scots wha hae wi* Wallace bled.* 


Adapted to Sacred Music, and called BANNOCKBURN. 


Thou whose wide extended 8way 
Suns and systems e'er obey: 
Thou our guardian and our stay, 
Grace and truth impart: 
May thy word its pow*r | = 
And thy love-enkindling ray, 
Warm, enlighten, and assay 
Every waiting heart. 


Thine we are, and humbly we 

Lift the voice and bend the knee; 

Thou art worthy, and halt be 

Ever more adored; 

In prospective, Lord, we see 

Jew and Gentile, bond and free. 

Reconciled in Christ to Thee— 
_ Holy, holy Lord! 


Thou by all shalt be conſessed, 
Ever blessing, ever blessed, 
When to thy. eternal rest, 
In the courts above, 
Thou shalt bring the sore oppressed ; 
Fill each joy-desiring breast; 
Make of each a welcome guest, 
At the ſeast of love ! 


To CoxTriBuTORs, In his present p 
Harp of Jerael has improved upon the former. _* 


hi-gives us pleasure to wie 
able way, by its insertion, the favor of 
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undoubtedly 


2Ubt _ great comtort to c 
and to many 0 bY nw ON 
ber vim chlo p and syns 
assure him that we ; 


faith and the of hi | : 

dying ore pe grey, Thon .can 

peace, for thine eyes have seeh the mlva 

tinue thou to © trusL in _ ery, toi in 0 : 

everlasting strength,” and © his consolati 

neither ſew-nor mall. RY 
H, H. is under congsideration. He exhibits proof of 


respectable talents anda fruitful mind ; but his style needs 


improvement. B3 


In this city, by Rev. Mr. Ballou, Mr. Henry Brobston 
and Miss Harriet A. Pierce z Mr. William Robinson and 
Miss Sarah D. Whittemore. | 

By Rev. Mr. Streeter Mr. Frederick Miller and Miz 
Rebecca. Welsb. | 
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DIED, 


In Lowell, the 25th ult. Miss Mary Ann Nutter, of 
A , aged 18. "The circumstances -attending the 
death of this amiable young lady are extremely painful 
and Melancholy to the feelings of her bereaved family, 
and a numerous circle of other relatives am friends. She 
had been residing in Charlestown for several months, 
from which she went to Lowell, to visit some friends, 
intending to go home in a few days; and bad informed her 
Lrnngg of ber intention, s0 that at the time of her death, 
she was expecting every day to 8ee her. But alas! she 
was greatly and mournſully dizappointed. For this beloved 
hiat coy this affectionate sister, was 8uddenly taken sick 
with the scarlet fever and throat distemper, on Monday 
morning, and died about 12 o'clock the next Friday night; 
and instead of receiving her safe at home, as her family 
expected to do, the first intelligence they received was, 
that she was dead, was gone to the world of spirits. 

By this painful event a kind father 'and mother, affec. 
tionate brothers and sisters, together with other relatives 
and friends, are -called to mourn the loss of one who was 
greatly beloved by all who knew her, and was endeared 
to them by the Joveliness of her disposiion—the excel- 
lence of her character—and the sincerity of her affections. 

May the blessing of Him who is the Creator, Preserv- 
er, | r and Savior of mankind, and who is the first 


en the 


at tr) that hereby 
while looking forward to the thr py time, when kind- 
red spirits shall meet again, they may to exclaim with » 
the poet— ; | 

Here the saints sing, Hallelujah ! 

And complete 1n Christ their king, 

Ask the grave where's now thy victory ? 

Boasting monster, where's thy sting ? 

Sin is pardoned through the Savior, 

Tho? the grave may us annoy; 

Death's the gate to 

Road to everlasting joy ! 
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CHRISTIAN WORSHIP ULTIMATELY UNIVERS4 


UST Published and for sale at the Office of ti 
8alist, A Sermon Delivered at the cat 
New Universalist Church in Quincy, Mass. 
12, 1832, By William Moree, Pastor, 
BOOK AND JOB PRINTING, 
——SBATEY, 2x 20U7zD_. 
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